
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Volumes V - No 5.                     FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION                                          May 2021  

 

Dear people of the First Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 
 Easter season is a time of hope; a time of new beginnings. This Easter 
season is no exception. Certainly the promise of the resurrection has been so 
important with the passing of Scott Pechout and Blake Glaeser both young (62 
and 59). Both with grieving families. Pray for them as we go forward with 
Easter hope.  
 This Easter season has also been a time when Sunday mornings have 
opened up for worship. Our Sanctuary is large, making safe distancing and 
mask wearing easy for everyone. So put down your coffee, come out of your 
comfortable chair and join us. 
 Even when you come, I am so aware that in the 9 months since I’ve been 
here, I have seen very few of you without masks. So if you would like to come 
to the office for a chat, please call. Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons I will 
leave my door open. Just call Nancy or call me on my cell (860)593-1154. We 
are taking baby steps but real life might just be around the corner very soon. 
Till we see each other, Peace. 
Pastor Joe 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Greetings to my First Lutheran family. May is here and spring has sprung. With hot weather, we 
always look back to when cold weather was present and we were looking for warmer weather. Our 
partnership with the Salvation Army, The Friendship Center and the City of New Britain to provide a 
warm place to sleep, was a huge success with 100% placement at the end of the program. Our new 
music director, Corbin Beisner, has brought the band and choir back together. We have resumed in 
person worship and continue to be the “First” in our area to do so. Our worship participants have seen 
steady in numbers with faces we haven’t seen in a very long time. Special thanks go out to everyone 
involved in the weekly worship. We hope as the Covid-19 numbers drop and more people seek out 
vaccinations we might be able to return to a more normal worship without needs for distance and 
eventually masks indoors.   
      We still request anyone who is not comfortable coming out please don’t feel bad about 
staying home. We check temps at the door . We require a face mask at all times and will provide 
them if you don’t have one. We also have hand sanitizer in the pews and entries. We want you to feel 
comfortable attending but an alternative is using the internet to watch the services on either Facebook 
or YouTube. 
      Thank you to everyone who has been able to keep up with fulfilling your pledges this year. Your 
offering enables First Lutheran to continue to operate paying our operating costs and for extra 
licensing for our internet video productions. As a reminder your donations (unless directed) do not 
support the Mission / Pasta fund. This fund will soon be depleted with the extra expenses of 
purchasing pizza and breakfast items for our two grab-n-go weekly events. We rely on these special 
contributions for meals on Monday and Wednesday.  
       With the warm weather we look forward to possibly an outdoor meal and come as you are 
worship and prayer and hope for a time we can safely return to indoor activities. 
 
Your Brother in Christ 
Eric 

PROPERTY REPORT 
 

 In the past three months we have completed our partnership with the City of New Britain, The 
Friendship Center and The Salvation Army. We look forward to future ventures and 
opportunities to serve the community. We will be bringing back the cleaning contractor to  
clean the Fellowship Hall floor after a harsh winter with a lot of salt traffic on the floor.  
We will also be looking into a service to provide a weekly sanitizing fogging the same way the  
warming center crew provided. We have a new contract for more extensive lawn care this year. 
The same contractor will be providing asphalt repair to the El Shaddai driveway. We have also  
provided Cindy a new instrument for Sunday worship a much needed addition. 
  
Respectfully Submitted   
Eric Nilsson  
Property Chair 

We look forward to a visit from our assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Steven Wilco. He 
will be preaching at our service and celebrating the Eucharist on May 23, 2021. 

Immediately following the service, He will lead a discussion on the interpretation of 
the CAT (congregational assessment tool). This is the first step toward creating a call 
committee to call a new pastor. Everyone is encouraged to attend to be a part of the 

discussion. 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS! 
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"To the Congregation at First Lutheran Church, 
 

After being hired and working here for four months now as music director, I am feeling more at home at First 
Lutheran Church. 
I am grateful to all who have helped me in this transition into this new position and glad to 
work with such a friendly staff.  It is also a pleasure to have such a wonderful organ and piano at my disposal. 
We continue to rehearse on Wednesday afternoons with the choir and band, and I've enjoyed working on 
a wide array of musical selections and styles with them.  I look forward to my continued service and future 
work 
at First Lutheran Church." 
 

Humbly Submitted, 
Corbin Beisner 

FROM OUR MINISTER OF MUSIC 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
MARCH 16, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by President Eric Nilsson. 
Also present were Pr. Joseph Ekeberg, Gail Bates, James Rinas, Nancy Gentry, Tom 
Abucewicz, Michael Jedziniak, Marianne Farr, Gail Jorden, Cindy Pavano. Craig DiAngelo 
was excused and Gail Spada was absent. 

 

Nancy Gentry presented devotions. 
The agenda was approved. 
The minutes of the February meeting were approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor is doing Wednesday meditations online. We are opening up the church, after being 
closed for so long. 

 

Mission/Outreach 
The warming center is going well, almost 90% placement. 70 people to be housed in warming 
centers.  Fourteen chose Bristol, many in hotel rooms, some with us. The Day Center, located 
between the Triage Center and Dunkin Donuts, is open 9-3. Some are given a down payment 
for an apartment if they meet criteria. 

 

Property 
Ladies room on office floor is fixed. 

 

Youth & Family 
Nothing to report. Confirmation camp is still up in the air. 

 

Finance 
Did well on investments this month, but still have a $3,500 deficit. 
Received a check from the Salvation Army for 1/12-3/31, but $2,700 short. Had 14 men in 
February, 7 in March. 

 

Worship & Arts 
Lent 5 – band and choir back for Palm Sunday. Blessing of the palms to be outside, weather 
permitting.  We are prepared according to CDC guidelines. Have thermometers, hand 
sanitizers, pews marked off. 
Palms and communion sets ordered. Communion trays need cleaning. 
Offering as able – will put out plates. 12 people on Ash Wednesday, 7 on Good Friday at noon.  
Need to reset the altar for Easter. Need readers for Palm Sunday. Pastor, Jim, Gail Bates, Tom, 
and Nancy G. signed up. One more pledge received – now 50 for $80,568 pledged. 

 

New Business 
Gail Jorden on board with Pastor to attend the Church Assembly. 
Have not yet heard back on CAT.  38 sent. Bill, George, Pr. Dominick party probably will be in 
June. Pastor has a personal wedding on 9/26 
Robert Buchholz to receive a plant from the Caring Network. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM with Pastor leading us in prayer. 
The next meeting is 4/20/2021 with Gail Bates doing the devotions. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Gentry, Secretary 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
APRIL 20, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by President Eric Nilsson. 
Also present were Pr. Joseph Ekeberg, Gail Bates, James Rinas, Nancy Gentry, Michael Jedziniak, Marianne 
Farr, Gail Jorden and Cindy Pavano. Tom Abucewicz was excused and Craig DiAngelo and Gail Spada were 
absent. 
Gail Bates presented devotions. 
The agenda was approved. 
The minutes of the March meeting were approved. 

 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor conducted the funeral service for Scott Pechout on Friday, April 16 and the burial on Monday, April 19.  
The service was very well attended.  He is conducting the private service and burial for Blake Glaeser on 
Wednesday, April 21 and there will be a memorial service at a later date for Blake.  

 

Mission/Outreach 
The warming center went very well and we continue to serve a sizeable population at our grab and go 
breakfast and pizza dinner. Two women from St. Joseph’s Church have volunteered to work in the clothing 
closet and will be present on Wednesdays sorting the clothing and cleaning out items as necessary.  Marianne 
addressed summer time activities and the opening of a day center at 57 Arch Street. This is still in the 
formative stages and volunteers from the community will be sought.  She also reported that St. Mark’s Church 
has been sold and that the meals that have been provided there have been discontinued. St. Peter’s continues 
with their Friday a.m. breakfast as well as their Tuesday evening dinner. 

 

Property 
Eric reported that he has been in touch with Hartford Steam Boiler regarding a violation reported by the state.  
This was diagnosed at the inspection in March and is being resolved.  Now that Fellowship Hall is no longer 
being used as a warming center, we will have the floor cleaned again before setting up our furniture.  Gail 
Bates suggested that this is a good time to get rid of some of our old metal folding chairs and purchase 
replacements.  Gail also commented on all of the other stuff stored in the choir room and that it needs to be 
removed.  Gail also referenced the kitchen and all that is currently stored there and the need to clean it up. 

 

Youth & Family 
There is no word yet from Calumet on Confirmation camp. 

 

Finance 
We did very well on our investments again this month and for the first time in years are showing a small year 
to date profit. We received a total of $15,278.24 from the Salvation Army for the use of Fellowship Hall from 
January 12 through March 21. An additional check for $2,246.80 for the balance of March was received this 
past week. It is these additional funds that has resulted in our profit. 

 

Worship & Arts 
Re-opening of the sanctuary has gone well with social distancing, masks and the like. Attendance for Palm 
Sunday – 36, Good Friday – 25 and Easter Sunday – 65.  It is good to have our choir and band back and to 
have the choir sing an anthem for the first time in a year this past Sunday. We look forward to continued 
membership response at our services. 

 

New Business 
On May 23, 2021 Pastor Steven Wilco, Assistant to the Bishop, will preach.  He will lead a meeting in the 
sanctuary immediately after the service to discuss the results of the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT).  
It is important that all council members attend.  We will also be inviting any interested members to attend.  
This will be the first step before organizing a call committee to seek a new pastor. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM with Pastor leading us in prayer. 
The next meeting is 5/18/2021 with Cindy Pavano doing the devotions. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gail Bates, Recorder 
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JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 

WORSHIP SERVICE IS AT 9:00AM 

FLCR has opened it’s doors for all to come 
and worship. As always, safety measures are 
in place so you can enjoy the service without 
any worries. 

Dear Caring Network, 
My heartfelt thanks for the pretty card and beautiful hydrangea plant which 
Pastor Baumgartner brought to me. It was a very special visit because the 
pastor gave my daughter and I Holy Communion which we shared together. 
Both his visit and the card and plant brightened my day and made me feel 
truly blessed during Holy Week. I hope you all had a wonderful and joyous Easter!  
With much love and gratitude, 
Ina Knapp 

Dear Caring Network, 
I was so surprised to answer my door and see a beautiful floral arrangement 
waiting for me after my surgery. The flowers were beautiful and your 
thoughtfulness made me smile. I continue to be on the mend but I hope that I 
will be 100% very soon. (Except for a big scar on my shoulder that I know 
will last for a quite a while). 

Thank you again for your kindness. 
Nancy Peterson 
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Church Financials 
 

        During the first quarter of 2021 we did very well financially. Our endowments grew a 
total of $59,196.72 even after transferring a sum of $30,000 from the unrestricted memorial 
fund to the budget and the fact that we began to transfer 5% ($8,845) from four of our 
endowments directly to our budget checking account each month. In addition, Fellowship Hall 
was used by the Salvation Army as a warming center from Jan. 12 through March 31 and we 
received a total of $15,278.24 through a federal grant handled by the Salvation Army.  
 
         We also did well during the month of April due to our offering and Easter collections and 
an additional amount ($2,246.80) received for the use of Fellowship Hall as a warming center. 
 
Income: Quarter 1:         $71,963.24         Through April 30:      $95,323.04 
Expenses: Quarter 1:     $66,957.17          Through April 30:      $83,838.84 
 
Our profit (which has rarely happened in the past) through April 30 is $11,484.20. 
 
It is important to understand that because we have an interim pastor, we do not have the 
financial responsibilities of a full salary, pension or health insurance.   
 
Going forward our monthly heating bills will decline and we will no longer be paying on our 
plowing contract. However, we will no longer be able to depend on other large sources of 
income. 
 
Please continue to send in your pledges or deliver them personally when you attend church on 
Sunday. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you as soon as you feel comfortable in returning to church. 
 
Gail Bates 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

If anyone from the congregation is currently attending a post-
secondary school or is planning to do so next September, the 
church has a scholarship endowment that can be used to 
supplement your expenses.    
 

Please contact the church office at 860-224-2475 for an application. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
77 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

 Welcome Statement:  W e warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, 
or  education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible  

 to all whose lives we touch.—Adopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph Ekeberg, Pastor 
Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 

Corbin Beisner, Minister of Music 
Nancy Peterson, Office Manager 

Holly Erickson, Sexton 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Service 9 a.m.   
In the Sanctuary with Holy Communion  

 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Come-As-You-Are Service 5:15 p.m.   
In fellowship hall.  

Temple Chimes (USPS 537-740) is published monthly by First Lutheran Church of the Reformation,  

77 Franklin Square, New Britain CT 06051. Periodicals postage paid at New Britain CT 06050. 
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