
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

I continue to be impressed with the way you are tending to the effects of the 

coronavirus pandemic in your various ministries.  You are making wise decisions, 

including your leadership in those decisions, and communicating effectively. 

Thank you!!! 

 

I am hearing stories of congregations, campus ministries, chaplains, lay leaders, pastors and deacons 

tending to those most vulnerable. I wish you could hear what I’m hearing! You would feel so proud 

and enjoy a renewed sense of the strength of character of New England Lutherans. 

Thank you!!! 

 

Some thoughts.......... 

 

There is no shame in erring on the side of caution. It is not necessary to make all decisions right 

now.  Feel free to make decisions incrementally. 

 

This is an unprecedented trying time in which everyone is doing the best they can.  We all need to 

keep that at the forefront in our interactions with others. 

 

Let’s be mindful of the need to “look down the road”.    It’s easy to get consumed in what’s 

happening right now.  Know with God’s help and guidance all of us will get through this challenge. 

There will be life..... and worship...... and summer BBQs..... and baseball, yet to come. 

 

Know that as we care for others as best we can, there is wisdom and value in caring for ourselves as 

well.  Be sure to do so!  All of us need to have a good night’s rest, eat well, pray and meditate, talk 

with family and friends, exercise and of course, wash our hands. 

 

I trust your ability to make decisions that are best for your ministry settings. If you wish to consult 

with the Associates to the Bishop or me, feel free to contact us. 

 

In Christ,  

Bishop James Hazelwood 
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BIBLE CONVERSATION - POSTPONED 
  

 Every Wednesday at 10a.m. in the church library 
 
 

Don’t be shy, all are welcome!  

 

The Clothes Closet - TEMPORARILY POSTPONED 
is in need of volunteers, both on Wednesdays when it is open and during the 

week, to organize clothing.  
Please contact Holly Erickson, 860-790-9202 to see when and where you can 

help. The Clothing Rack is open to the public on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 
every month.  

Every Wednesday,  Pasta Postponed.  
Carry-and-Go Dinner 
6:00-6:45 pm. 
Clothing 1st and 3rd. Wednesdays.  
4:00-6:00pm.  
Temporarily Postponed 

At First Lutheran Church 

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 

WORSHIP SERVICE IS AT 9:00AM 

COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP SERVICE 
TEMPORARILY POSTPONED 

Dear Executive Committee, 
Thank you very much for your generous gift of the 
flowers. They are absolutely beautiful and are 
brightening my kitchen and keeping my spirits up. It’s 
been a long recovery so far and I have many days ahead 
of me along with many more doctor’s appointments. 
Thank you again very much for keeping me in your 
thoughts. 
Jen Bates 

To all the wonderful people of the Congregation, 
Thank you for all the calls, cards and concerns 
during my recent setback. I hope to get back to 
church soon. 
Love, 
Eileen Buys 



4    

 

Each month in the Temple Chimes, we like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our 
parish.  Have you seen someone do a special deed around the church whom you would like to 
thank? Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up?  E-mail or call Nancy in the church 
office -office@1stlutherannb.org or 224-2475 by the deadline and it will be included. 

 
Prayer List 
April 2020 

 
Please note: Prayer names will remain for two weeks 
unless renewed in the church office. Named in parentheses 
are those who submitted the names they follow. 
 
 

Sandy Abucewicz; Myrtle Caswell; Joan Rydel; Leslie Marchesi; 
Greta Kobylarz; Phyllis Davidson; Ryan Pavano (Cindy Pavano); 
Jennifer Bates (Gail Bates); Laura, David, Lexi, Daniel, Ryan, 
Patrick, Wayne, Rose, Damaris (Pat Brown) Cari Walentukonis 
(Holly Erickson) 
Serving in the armed forces: Kevin Dubois serving in Iraq; 
Frank Sacco (Louis Sacco); Ali Sutherland serving in the U.S. 
Army (Alyssa Hughes); Wesley Givens serving as an Army 
medic (Beverly Walsh); Zack serving in the U.S. Army in 
Afghanistan, Millind serving in the Navy in the Middle East; 
Kienen Dyer serving in the Navy (Barbara Pond). Jonathon Pena 
serving in the AF Reserves, Elijah Morehead (Tameka Kelley); 
Shawn Dubois in the U.S. Army (Pat Brown) 

Your used ink cartridges are always 
welcome. If you are able, please 
save and give them to the office to 
offset the cost of office supplies. 
We receive $2./cartridge. You can 
get your family and friends to save 
for you as well. They can be placed 
in the basket located in the 

narthex or given to Nancy in the office.  
Thank you. 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Deadline for the May 
Temple Chimes is: 

 

April 20, 2020 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 9:00AM—3:00PM. 
Friday 9:00AM - 2:00PM   

 

Please call the church if you go into 
hospital, convalescent home, or if you are in 

need of pastoral care. We want to ensure 
that you are well taken care of. With the 

State’s privacy laws, no institute will provide 
us with your info. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, 
or questions you may have to Nancy at   

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 or 
office@1stlutherannb.org 

 
 
 

Hi All, 
I have talked to everyone on the Caring Network 
Committee and it has been decided to mail a 
beautiful Easter Card, but wait until May to bring 
plants and communion.  
However, we are asking people to please, still, fill 
out memorial envelopes and get them into the 
office by April 5

th
 so they can be recognized in 

the Easter Bulletin. 
 

Thank you, 
Cindy Pavano 

EASTER MEMORIALS 

 

Envelopes for the Easter 
Memorials are now available in 
the pews and will remain there 
until April 5th. April 5th is the 
absolute deadline to get in all 

Easter memorials.  
 

If you are staying home as a precaution, 
please mail in your memorial. 

April 24th 
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April 

 

Dear fellow worshipers of First Lutheran Church of the Reformation:  
 

As we all know, we are facing temporary changes to our life. 
 

As a counter of weekly offerings, and also the new treasurer for the church,  
I feel I need to address a growing issue, or in this case, a dwindling issue. 
  
Our weekly attendance on Sunday mornings was averaging around 30 to 40 
people.  
On the Sunday of Pastors last day here, attendance was 70. It was great to see more pews filled. 
The church looked nice and full. 
 

Years ago, attendance was well over 100. 
 

Last Sunday we had 17 total. Which, due to the circumstances, is completely understandable. 
I realize we need to isolate ourselves from large gatherings and need to stay away from other 
people as much as possible during this time. Church service may even need to be postponed for a 
time. 
   

However, I would like to ask, if you can't attend church because of the need to isolate or because 
the church has decided to suspend services for a few weeks, could you please help us and find an 
alternative way to keep up with your pledge?  
 

You can mail it into the office or put it in the mail slot during the week, You can also give 
electronically via the church website. www.1stlutherannb.org. and can also set up automatic giving 
while you’re there.  
 

Unfortunately, Our bills aren't affected by the virus.    
Thank you.   
Jim Rinas  

 
 

April 14 - Palm Sunday Service at 9:00am, with Holy Communion 

 

April 18 - Maundy Thursday Service CANCELLED 

 

April 19 - Good Friday Service CANCELLED 

 

April 21 - Easter Sunday Service at 9:00am, with Holy Communion 

 

April 22 - Easter Monday - OFFICE CLOSED 

http://www.1stlutherannb.org
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WHY EGGS ON EASTER? A CHRISTIAN ANSWER 

EGGS: SYMBOLS OF NEW LIFE 

Eggs have been a part of Spring rituals since before recorded history. After the long winter, chickens and 
other birds start to lay eggs again, each egg bursting with new life, mirroring the entire season of Spring. 
Ancient people, like the Hutsuls of Ukraine, decorated eggs and gave them as gifts to special people in their 
lives. So, the symbolism of eggs does predate Christianity. 

Early Christians, recognizing the power of the egg as a symbol for new life, connected eggs to the new life 
found in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ at Easter. Eggs are a perfect Easter symbol, and a symbol of new life 
in Christ. Consider the following famous verse by St. Paul, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Furthermore, the 
egg is an illustration the Resurrection itself – a chick emerging from its shell represents Jesus emerging from 
his tomb on Easter. 

An Easter ‘basket’ is a convenient way to carry eggs or treats, but even the grass around the nestled Easter 
eggs reminds us of new life. In the words of this well-loved Easter hymn: “Now the green blade rises from the 
buried grain. Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain. Love lives again, that with the dead has been. 
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.” 

THE END OF LENT 

Eggs also remind Christians of the end of the Lenten fast, and the joyful conclusion of that discipline on 
Easter. Again looking to historical practices: eggs and milk – in addition to meat – were not eaten during Lent. 
So indeed, eggs on Easter – real or chocolate(!) – are symbols of Lent turning to Easter. Christians rejoice in 
the abundance of God’s love – no longer fasting, we are full of joy. 

MARY MAGDALENE AND THE RED EGG 

An early Christian egg story circulated about Mary Magdalene. In John’s gospel, Mary is the first witness of 
Jesus’ resurrection, and according to tradition she spent the rest of her life proclaiming the good news of 
Christ. As the story goes, Mary Magdalene even addressed the Roman Emperor Tiberias. Holding an egg in 
her hand she declared, “Christ is risen!” The emperor laughed, remarking that Christ had as much chance of 
rising from the dead as that egg had of turning red. Immediately, the egg in Mary’s hand turned bright red. 

DECORATING EGGS 

During the Middle Ages children used to go house to house on 
Easter, singing and begging for eggs. They were paid in hard-boiled 
eggs, dyed with vegetables such as beetroot (red), spinach (green), 
onions (yellow) and tea (brown). The eggs were called pace eggs, 
the word coming from the French Paque, which means Easter. 
Today Christians still color and decorate eggs. As you prepare for 
this tradition, consider decorating your eggs with religious designs: 
such as a cross, the rising sun, water, a candle, etc. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27p98aLPZPI
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APRIL FUN FACTS - Did you know: 
 

In the initial Roman calendar April was the second month of the year until January 
and February were added in 700 BC. It is thought that the name April comes from the 
Latin word "to open" and describes the trees opening at springtime. It could also be 
that the name comes from the Greek goddess Aphrodite.  
 
 It is the second month of spring. It is a time of planting and spring cleaning. 
 In the Southern Hemisphere, April is the same as October in the Northern 

Hemisphere. 
 The diamond of April symbolizes innocence. 
 The Boston Marathon is held during April. 
 In Ancient Rome the month of April was sacred to the goddess Venus. 
 In England there are many cuckoo festivals. The arrival of the cuckoo bird in  
 April is a signal that spring has arrived. 
 April is the month when the professional baseball season begins in the United 
 States. 

APRIL TRIVIA QUESTIONS: 

1) The Pony Express started on April 3. What year? 
2) The Titanic sank on April 15th. Which year? 
I3) n April of which year did Paul Revere make his famous ride? 
4) In April 1909 Robert Peary reached one of the Poles. Which one? 
5) The mutiny on the Bounty took place in April 1789.  
 Who was the captain of the Bounty? 

You will find the answers to these questions somewhere in this publication.

 

Pannkakor and Pepparkakor Party 
 

Swedish Pancakes and Swedish Cookies Party 

Sunday, April 26th 10:30am - 1pm 
 

Suggested donation 
10 years and older - $8.00; 9 and younger - $5.00 

POSTPONED 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-F38-hWt4I4U/UVfyoqMpzsI/AAAAAAAAAi8/Ye8BRIaH9ro/s1600/easter_eggs_8.gif
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greek_mythology.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_roman_gods_mythology.php
http://www.ducksters.com/sports/major_league_baseball.php


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
77 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 

First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

 Welcome Statement:  W e warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, 
or education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible  

 to all whose lives we touch.—Adopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 
 

Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 
William Hively, Minister of Music 
Nancy Peterson, Office Manager 

Holly Erickson, Sexton 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Service 9 a.m.   
In the Sanctuary with Holy Communion  

 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Come-As-You-Are Service 5:15 p.m.   
In fellowship hall.  

Temple Chimes (USPS 537-740) is published monthly by First Lutheran Church of the Reformation,  

77 Franklin Square, New Britain CT 06051. Periodicals postage paid at New Britain CT 06050. 
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