
                                                                                                                                    

 

 

In the glass of life do you see your glass as half full? Are you able to find the 
goodness in the everyday-ness of life? Are you thankful even when life is 
difficult and scary? If you answered, “Yes,” to any of these questions, you 
probably have a strong sense of gratitude. The quality of being thankful; that 
readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness.  
 

Historically, philosophers have suggested that gratitude is one of the most important human 
emotions for the success of the society. Modern psychology research confirms that gratitude is 
an essential social emotion that can benefit the lives of people who practice gratitude. And, in 
the Bible, thankfulness is recognizing who God is and what God has done. God's word is filled 
with many reminders of how powerful and vital a thankful heart can be in this world.  
 
We have so much to be grateful for in this life. Each and 
every day. But reality is that sometimes constant life 
demands, struggles and worries give more room to defeat 
than to a heart of thanks. Or we forget, in the midst of 
busyness and pressures, just to pause and give thanks for 
all that God has done and continues to do in our lives.  
 
Mission Interpreters in congregations tell gratitude stories from both the giver's and receiver’s 
perspective. They tell stories filled with joy in the opportunity to give to others. Mission 
Interpreters give thanks to members in congregations on a regular basis for all we are and all 
we do as the church together.  Ultimately, living gratefully is about more than merely 
appreciating what you have. True gratitude ignites compassion, inspiring us to share our 
blessings with others.  
Faithfully, 
 

Mission Interpretation ministry  
Telling stories of gratitude  
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SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

 

Tonight’s agenda was adopted and the minutes of the August Meeting were accepted. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor reported on the Churchwide Assembly.  He highlighted the role of deacons under the 
new constitutional change to ordination for new deacons and a memorial to support the Poor People’s 
Campaign. He thanked the congregation for supporting his service as a military chaplain. 
 
Mission/Outreach Committee: Alan Robertson highlighted items in the committee’s minutes, including Pasta 
Supper and Monday Morning Mingle attendance, looking for free publicity for the meals we provide, 
clothing rack issues related to separating items that cannot be used and saving them for a delivery to Savers 
and distribution of children’s clothing and toiletries. The Committee suggests looking into a Hip Hop type 
service to target a younger worship group. 
 
Property Committee: Carpet replacement in the sanctuary and new kitchen floor will be scheduled for early 
October. 
 
Youth and Family Committee: No report 
 
Finance Committee: Summer donations are down. Our accountant is looking into a new vehicle to access our 
finance system. Envelopes will be ordered quarterly beginning January 1, 2020. Robert Buchholz spoke with 
our financial advisor who advised to keep our funds invested as they currently are. 
 
Worship and Arts Committee: Several new hymns were introduced this summer. The Committee hosted a 
successful Fellowship Hour in August. Alan Robertson has joined the band. 
 
Other: The possibility of a Coffee House on a day other than Sunday is being investigated.  A church safety 
program is planned for Sunday, October 27th. Eric will coordinate with Nancy Michalski who’s pasta supper 
team is planning a special fellowship hour for that date. How to engage kids in church activities was 
discussed, including First Communions and Confirmations. 
 
The next Council meeting will be October 15, 2019. Marianne Farr will provide devotions. 
 
Eric noted that David Meigs is ending his service of lawn mowing, but will continue to help with Pasta 
Suppers.  Jim Rinas has been working on improving the kitchen floor. Gail Buchholz will send notes to both 
of them thanking them for their work for the congregation. 
 
The meeting closed with the reading of Psalm 51. 
 
Respectfully, 
Gail Buchholz 

 

 

NOV 

3rd. 

2:00 A.M. 
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How do we select songs for all seasons? 

 

Our Lutheran musical heritage - By Julie GrindleFebruary 13, 2019 
 
Hymn singing is one of the oldest expressions of faith we have in the Lutheran church. While hymns have been 
around longer than Lutherans, they found functionality as vehicles of theology with the advent of congregational 
singing in the time of Martin Luther. 
 

Many, if not most, ELCA churches have a yearning for robust assembly song, and it falls to pastors and church 
musicians (and, sometimes, lay leaders) to decide what will be sung from one worship service to the next. With 
such a wealth of hymnody, the question of how we open the Scriptures to the assembly through the hymns we 
choose looms large for many congregations. 
 

“Choosing hymns for each liturgy is an art and involves creativity and discernment. While being faithful to the 
lectionary, try to balance familiar and accessible hymns and songs with occasional new texts and tunes, 
expanding the assembly’s repertoire,” said Craig Mueller, a pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chicago. 
 

Scott Weidler, former ELCA program director for music and worship, agreed: “Ideally, we need to balance older 
and well-known with newer; simple with more complex; a variety of musical genres which are both comfortable 
and challenging, and more.” 
 

Hymns are formational. There are hymns that hold deep meaning for many of us, regardless of theological 
accuracy or how musically well-written they are. What we sing changes us, through both text and the music—
especially when they are married well. What is offered as assembly song must reflect God and God’s work 
through Jesus Christ. What we choose matters. 
 

The primary voice of the liturgy 
The ELCA worship formation and liturgical resources document “How do we select hymns and songs for all 
seasons?” suggests that there are three important questions to ask when selecting hymns: 

 What is the theme of the day? 

 What are the liturgical actions taking place this day? 

 What is the function of each hymn within the service? 

With this framework in mind, start by reading the lectionary. While it can be read Sunday by Sunday, try reading 
by liturgical season (i.e., the four Sundays of Advent). This method helps worship planners see the whole picture, 
avoiding picking a seasonal hymn that they end up wishing they could have used the next week because it was 
more “on point.” (The same process works if a sermon series is being used.) Early on, collaboration is a 
necessity: conversation with the preacher can clarify the sermon theme as it relates to the readings each week, 
helping to identify an appropriate hymn response. 
 

The liturgical action must also be considered: are sacraments being celebrated? Perhaps there is a church 
anniversary or a crisis in the community or world. What hymns are to be sung in response? While substituting 
hymns in at the last minute is not optimal (and should be done only with great care), events can dictate change 
when appropriate and needed in the community. 
 

What is sung matters, but when it is sung does also. A service’s gathering hymn is the perfect time to draw the 
assembly together through song. Choosing a hymn unfamiliar to the assembly may only frustrate people, rather 
than gathering them into one voice. Instead, save new hymns for times when the congregation has settled in and 
the assembly is ready to listen to something unfamiliar. 
 

“Often I’ll plan out one particular hymn that may be a bit of a stretch first, and put others around it to help the 
people feel like they’re set up for success,” said Adam Lefever Hughes, director of music at St. Peter Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Lancaster, Pa. To make new hymns easier to digest, use an introduction that is steady and 
clear; have the choir or soloist sing a stanza; and don’t be afraid to repeat a hymn during a season, as long as it 
is pertinent thematically. 

 

Sometimes, a hymn seems a perfect fit for a particular moment, but congregations may not “have the musical 
leadership to help the assembly sing it well, or it’s something new that needs to be taught, and it isn’t the right 
moment to take the time to teach it,” said Steven Wilco, pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church, Windsor, 
Conn. “That means we have to keep looking, as well as continuing to be attentive to all the ways we can help 
assemblies learn and try new things.” 

 

May we select hymns that help the assembly be the primary voice, worshiping God, who has given the gifts of 
word and song. Soli Deo gloria! Glory to God alone! 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/julie-grindle/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/reformation-500-50-reformation-hymns/
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/How_do_we_select_hymns_and_songs_for_all_seasons.pdf
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/How_do_we_select_hymns_and_songs_for_all_seasons.pdf
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WHAT DOES THE NEW ENGLAND SYNOD DO? 
 
We’re so glad you’re taking time this morning to learn more about the New England Synod. So, just what is a 
synod, and what does it do? 
 

The synod is the regional expression of our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. There are 65 of them in the US, 
and ours covers all of New England and a bit of upstate New York. It’s comprised of about 180 congregations spreading 
from Northern Maine to Southern Connecticut. There’s a synod office in Worcester, Mass. (pretty much the geographic 
center of the synod), but much of the work is done in congregations across seven states by Bishop Hazelwood, six 
Associates and a few office staff. 
 

Some churches may only ‘see’ synod staff when a pastor announces his or her retirement or departure for other reasons. 
Helping a congregation navigate the transition/call process is certainly a critical function of synod staff, but it’s only one 
of many. On any given day, synod staff members can be found collaborating with staff of partner organizations like 
Ascentria or Calumet, teaching a class at one of our seminaries, gathering in ecumenical conversations with our worship 
partners, or coaching those working with a new mission start. 
 

What else does the synod do? 
The Synod is responsible for organizing our annual assembly providing education for rostered and lay leaders, 

gathering representatives from all our congregations across the synod. 
Education and support for rostered leaders through candidacy discernment, Bishop’s Convocation, Boundaries 

training, interim and transition leader support 
The call process – of course. How does it work? What’s involved in the process? Who takes part in it? Transition 

times in congregations and the support the synod provides. 
Leadership development through the candidacy process, Fund for Leaders, School of Lay Ministry, Forward 

Leadership Community, 3G and 4G events, Cross Generational Workshops, Safe Church Training 
Connection to the larger church, both nationally and internationally 
Pastoral care and oversight for rostered leaders, providing for rostered leaders in times of need 
Stewarding financial resources from the congregations for regional, national and international activities. 
Providing support for youth ministry initiatives through Calumet and Hammonasset 
Mission development, synodically authorized worshipping communities and congregations under development – how 

the synod helps support spreading the word of God in new ways and new places. 
Listening/Conflict Transformation Team 
Global Mission initiatives through our companion synods 
World Hunger awareness and advocacy 
Justice and Peace Advocacy 
Community Organizing 
Green Team Environmental Awareness 

 

Would you like to learn more about the synod? Visit our website at www.nelutherans.org, or go to our Facebook 
page. 

 

The Property Committee is requesting all key holders to make sure we all follow the same method of 
opening and securing the building each and every time we are the responsible individual. 
 
1) Everyone must open and close the building by entering and    exiting the front office (cross) door 
by the alarm panel. No other doors are acceptable for arming and disarming the alarm. 
 
2) The responsible key holder arming the alarm, will walk the inside of the entire building to make 
sure all outside doors are closed and locked and lights are off. 
 
3) If you are in the building, please put your name on the board by the alarm panel. When you leave 
the building, please erase your name. 
 
4) Everyone must be out of the building prior to arming the alarm to prevent a false alarm. 
 
If we are all diligent in following this procedure then we can prevent false alarms and unwanted 
scares from people already in the building. 

http://www.nelutherans.org


                                                                                                                                  5 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the December 
Temple Chimes is: 

 

November 15, 2019. 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 3:00am 
Friday - 9:00am - 2:00pm   

 

Please call the church if you go into 
hospital, convalescent home, or if you are in 

need of pastoral care. We want to ensure 
that you are well taken care of. With the 

State’s privacy laws, no institute will provide 
us with your info. 

 

Please communicate any changes, updates, 
or questions you may have to Nancy at   

(860) 224-2475 ext.10 or 
office@1stlutherannb.org 

 

MONTHLY 
STEWARDSHIP 
REMINDER 

 

 
 
“In the end, all that will matter, all that will 
last, is what we did for the one whom we 
follow, Jesus Our Lord.”  
 
Christian Stewardship Network 

The Clothes Closet - Open 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
 

YOUR HELP IS DESPERATELY NEEDED! 
 

If you have some time on your hands and you don’t mind sorting by 
size and season, folding and/or shelving items, please see anyone 

on the Mission/Outreach Committee. 
Bags are getting backed up and there is only a small group working on this right now. 

This work can be done any time during office hours. 
Mon-Thurs. 9-3pm; Fri, 9-2pm 

November 3rd. is All Saint’s Sunday.  
Join us as we light a candle to remember and honor all those we love who 

have gone on to eternal rest before us. We especially remember those 
members who have died this year: Russell Magnuson, George Goldfuss, 
Donald Knapp, Rocco Christiano, Norman Muir, Everett Caswell, Betty 

Fournier, Elsie Archaski, Norma Wallas and Kenneth Bengston. 
 

We hope to see you on  
                          Sunday, November 3 at 9:00am.  
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"Stewardship is the act of 
organizing your life so that 

God can spend you."   

Breakfast follows the service  
at 10:00am in the  

fellowship hall 

NOVEMBER 10th 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

October 13 
In memory of Eleanor P. Nelson 

by Allen E. Nelson 
 

In memory of Axel Christensen 
By Gloria Christensen 

 
October 27 

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Carlson 
Married 80 years 

 
November 10 

In memory of Joseph E. Pavano Jr. 
And Adolph & Signe Johnson 

By Cindy Pavano 
 

November 17 
In memory of Brad Bradford 

By Craig Diangelo 

Prayer List 
November 2019 

Please note: Prayer names will remain for two weeks unless 
renewed in the church office. Named in parentheses are those 
who submitted the names they follow. 
 
 

Sandy Abucewicz; Myrtle Caswell; Joan Rydel; Leslie 
Marchesi; Greta Kobylarz; Phillis Davidson; Shirley Hiser; 
Ryan Pavano (Cindy Pavano); Lexi, Daniel, Laura, Donald, 
Amy, Katherine (Pat Brown); The grieving family and friends 
of Laura Degling (Bob Falge). 
 
Serving in the armed forces: Kevin Dubois serving in Iraq; 
Frank Sacco (Louis Sacco); Ali Sutherland serving in the U.S. 
Army (Alyssa Hughes); Wesley Givens serving as an Army 
medic (Beverly Walsh); Zack serving in the U.S. Army in 
Afghanistan, Millind serving in the Navy in the Middle East; 
Kienen Dyer serving in the Navy (Barbara Pond). Jonathon 
Pena serving in the AF Reserves, Elijah Morehead (Tameka 
Kelley). 

COME-AS-YOU-ARE WORSHIP SERVICE 
Every Wednesday evening from  

5:15 to 5:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY! 

WORSHIP SERVICE IS AT 9:00AM 

Envelopes for November and December 
 

Any member who did not receive the offering 
envelopes for November and December 
should contact the office at 860-224-2475 
immediately and let Nancy Peterson 
know.  Gail Bates will make every effort to 
remedy the situation. In the meantime, please 
use any old envelopes you might have and 
change the date. 
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Each month in the Temple Chimes, we like to thank, congratulate and remember those in our 
parish.  Have you seen someone do a special deed around the church whom you would like to 
thank? Is there a special anniversary/birthday coming up?  E-mail or call Nancy in the church 
office at npeterson@1stlutherannb.org or 224-2475X10 by the deadline and it will be 
included. 

 

We have no more used ink 
cartridges. If you are able, please 
save and give them to the office 
to offset the cost of office 
supplies. We receive $2./
cartridge. You can get your family 
and friends to save for you as 
well. They can be placed in the 
basket located in the narthex or 
given to Nancy in the office.  

 

Every Wednesday from 
6:00-6:45 P.M.   

At First Lutheran Church 

DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
NOVEMBER 3. 

BE SURE TO MARK IT ON YOUR  
CALENDARS. CLOCKS GO BACK 1 HR. 

**PLEASE NOTE** 
 

Due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday, 

the Temple Chimes 
deadline will be on November 15th.; A week 

earlier than normal. If you would like to 
have something included in the December 

edition, please have it submitted  
by November 15th. 

Thank You. 
The office 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

Deadline for the flower 
memorials is  

December 15th. 
If names are not in by the 

16th, they will not be able to be  
included on the memorial list. 

Thank You! 
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CHRISTMAS BREAD ORDER FORM 

 

 

 

 

NAME:_________________________________ 
ADDRESS:______________________________ 
PHONE:_______________________________ 
EMAIL:_________________________________ 
 

CARDAMOM BREAD $5.00 – AMOUNT: ______    TOTAL: $__________ 
 
SWEDISH RYE $3.00 – AMOUNT: ______           TOTAL: $__________ 
 
RASPBERRY COFFEE CAKE $7.00 – AMOUNT: _____ TOTAL: $__________ 
 
 

                       GRAND TOTAL: $ ____________ 
 

GRAND TOTAL MADE PAYABLE TO DEBBIE PETERSON 

 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS DECEMBER 8TH. 
 
DELIVERY WILL BE DECEMBER 15TH  

SNOW DATE WILL BE DECEMBER 22ND. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ORDER, PLEASE SEND THIS ORDER 
FORM TO: 

Debbie Peterson 

77 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT 06051 
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BUILDING COMMUNITY, ONE DOG AT A TIME 

Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive director.        Women of the ELCA 

 
 

Five different cats owned us over the last 25 years. (Yes, I used “owned” intentionally. You’ve likely 
heard the quip, “In ancient Egypt cats were worshiped. They’ve never forgotten this.” Yes, it’s true.) 
When the last of our furry felines died this spring, our 11-year-old began an adopt-a-dog marketing 
campaign, and my husband and I finally agreed. Little did we know that inviting a dog into our lives also 
meant building community. 
In early September, we adopted Cooper, a vivacious Chihuahua mix. I knew there would be a lot to learn 
in having a dog in our life (e.g., litter boxes versus multiple outdoor bio breaks every day), but I was not 
prepared for one thing in particular: neighborhood hospitality and community. Walking Cooper around 
our neighborhood has opened a whole new world to us. 

It’s curious to me. We’ve lived in our neighborhood for six years. I often walk our local sidewalks, as a 
form of exercise. My husband and I are regularly out on the sidewalks with the 11-year-old, watching him 
ride any number of different wheeled vehicles. So it’s not like we’ve been holed up in our house over the 
last six years. But there’s something definitely different about walking a dog. 

Cooper is naturally friendly, and she is pretty cute. Even so, everyone we encounter on our daily walks 
stops to talk. Some are walking their dogs, others are just out walking. But everyone stops, asks about 
our dog and a real conversation ensues. We’ve probably seen these people before, but we simply 
passed on the sidewalk. It’s as if community-making magic is contained in that 17.3 pounds of 
Chihuahua mix! 

We all know that walking is a great form of exercise. Studies show that there’s a loneliness epidemic that 
is a threat to public health. Having a pet carries with it some health benefits. Put those three things 
together and what do they suggest? Get a dog and get walking! You’ll meet people, building new 
community. And there’s the companionship of the dog, too. You’ll be getting great exercise. It’s a win-
win! 

Kelsey Newberg - 2nd 
Michael Michalski Jr. - 12th 
Robin Curtis - 18th 
Lori Visalga - 18th 
Nancy Gentry - 19th 
Carol Strycharz - 19th 

Victoria Hively - 25th 
Lindsey Ferguson - 25th 
Keith Erickson - 27th 
Laura Rivers - 28th 
Gail Spada - 29th 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/14/health/walking-exercise-partner/index.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-squeaky-wheel/201708/loneliness-poses-greater-public-health-threat-obesity
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-squeaky-wheel/201708/loneliness-poses-greater-public-health-threat-obesity
https://www.cnn.com/2018/05/14/health/walking-exercise-partner/index.html
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ADVENT SERVICES FOR FIRST LUTHERAN  

CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 

 

December 1, 2019 - Advent 1 - 9:00am 

December 8, 2019 - Advent 2 - 9:00am 

December 15, 2019 - Advent 3 - 9:00am 

December 22, 2019 - Advent 4 - 9:00am 
 

 

A special thanks goes out to Carol Anderson, Sylvia Herberts and the Altar Guild 
for preparing the altar for the various seasons and for providing the church with 
gorgeous flowers each week. The altar right now is beautifully decorated to 
reflect the harvest and bringing the first fruits of our labor to the altar of our 
Lord. 

A special thanks also goes out to Cindy Pavano, Pastor Will and the Caring 
Network Volunteers for preparing communion kits and providing plants for those 
unable to get to church. This is such a special ministry that our homebound 
members look forward to. 

On Tuesday November 26, 2019, at 7 pm., 
the New Britain Area Interfaith Conference 
(NewBAIC) will be joining with the 
Newington Interfaith Clergy Association in 
an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. 
The location is the Church of the Holy 
Spirit 183 Church St Newington CT 
Please join us as we worship as a 
community together in thanksgiving. 
There will be a collection of food and 
monetary donations to support a local food 
pantry. 

Envelopes for the 
Christmas memorials will 
be available in the pews 
on November 17 and will 
remain there through 
December 15. All 
requests for memorials 
must be received in the church office by 
Monday, December 16, to be included in the 
Christmas bulletins. Thank you. 
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NOVEMBER FUN FACTS - Did you know on: 
 
 
 

November 1 -  Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel paintings w ere first exhibited, 1512  

November 3 - The artificial leg w as patented, 1846.  

The Bank of Italy became the Bank of America, 1930.  

November 5 - "Guy Faw kes Day" w as celebrated in New  York, per  a law  that ordered that all 

ministers must preach a sermon on this date in commemoration of the discovery of the plot to blow up the 

English House of Lords in 1605. 

The stereo radio was introduced, 1955. 

November 6 - Jacob Schick patented the first electric shaver , 1923.  

November 7 - A protest parade w as held in Chicago w hereby 40,000 m en dem onstrated 

against the closing of saloons on Sunday, 1915. 

November 8 - The French m useum , the "Louvre" w as opened to the public, 1793.  

Mount Holyoke Seminary opened for classes. This was the first college in the United States intended 

specifically for women, and was founded in 1836 by Mary Lyon.   

November 9 - Lincoln attended a play starring John W ilkes Booth, 1863.  

November 11 - W orld W ar I ended, 1918 (Arm istice Day).  

November 18 - United States Rom an Catholic bishops did aw ay w ith the rule against eating 

meat on Fridays, 1966. 

November 19 - President Lincoln delivered his Gettysburg Address, on the bloodstained 

battlefield at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, during a ceremony to dedicate the cemetery, 1863. 

November 21 - Inventor  Thom as A. Edison announced the invention of his phonograph, 1877.  

A twenty-two-year ban on travel to China was lifted, 1972. 

November 23  - The color  photograph process w as patented, 1863.  

November 25 - A patent w as issued for  evaporated milk, 1884.  

November 26 - Thanksgiving w as first celebrated as a national holiday, 1789.  

 

Nov. 
11th 
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First Lutheran Church of the Reformation 

77 Franklin Square + New Britain, CT 06051 + Phone: (860) 224-2475 +  Fax: (860) 827-9848 

www.1stlutherannb.org 

 Welcome Statement:  W e warmly welcome people of any race, nationality, sexual orientation, age, ability, possessions, 
or  education.  A community of believers, we are empowered by faith in Jesus Christ to make the Gospel open to all and visible  

 to all whose lives we touch.—Adopted June 28, 2003 

First Lutheran Staff 
 

Rev. Dominic Smyth, Pastor 
Rev. Willard Baumgartner, Visitation Pastor 

William Hively, Minister of Music 
Nancy Peterson, Office Manager 

Holly Erickson, Sexton 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Service 9 a.m.   
In the Sanctuary with Holy Communion  

 

Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Come-As-You-Are Service 5:15 p.m.   
In fellowship hall.  
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